AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 4, 2001
AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 14, 2001

AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 2, 2001
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 24, 2001

SENATE BILL No. 396

Introduced by Senator Kuehl

February 21, 2001

An act to add Section 2873.4 to the Business and Professions Code,
and to add Section 5002.5 to, and to repeal Section 5007.5 of, the Penal
Code, relating to corrections.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 396, as amended, Kuehl. Corrections: medical services.

Existing law provides for the licensing and regulation of various
occupations and professions, each administered by a board, as defined,
including the Board of Registered Nurseuggd the Board of &ational
Nurse and Psychiatric Technician Examiners of the State of California.

The bill would establish guidelines for the decisionmaking authority
of Medical Technical Assistantgho are Licensed Vocational Nurses
and Senior Medical Technical AssistamtBo are Licensed Vocational
Nurseswith respect to the care and treatment of inmates.

Under existing law, the Department of Corrections is vested with
powersand duties necessary for operating the California prison system.

This bill would require the department to ensure by January 1, 2005,
that all of its medical facilities are accredited by a health care
organization specializing in accrediting health care facilities in
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correctional settings. The bill would require the department to provide
the Legislature with an annual report, as specified.

Existing law authorizethe Director of Corrections to charge a $5 fee
for each inmate-initiated medical visit of an inmate, and requires that
the moneys received be expended to reimburse the department for direct
provision of inmate health care services.

This bill would repeal this provision.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 2873.4 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

2873.4. Medical Technical Assistantwho are Licensed
Vocational Nursesand Senior Medical Technical AssistamtBo
are Licensed Vocational Nurseshall not make any decision
concerning access to care and the kind of care or treatment an
inmateshould receive. Neither shall a Medical Technical Assistant
who is a Licensed Vocational Nurger a Senior Medical
TechnicalAssistantvho is a Licensed Vocational Nunseke any
decision as to whether an inmate should be examined by a

clinicianurless-that-decisionis-heecessary-te-provide-emergency
care—and—is—within—the—seepe—ot-the nurse’slicededical

Technical Assistantsvho are Licensed Vocational Nursasd
SeniorMedical Technical Assistanisho are Licensedo¢ational
Nursesmay collect subjective and objective patient data and
convey that information to either a registered nurse-er+nedical
statmember—otahigherprofessional-status—thanr—a—+egistered
adrse;—elgdinga physician who may then make appropriate
treatment decisions based on that information.

SEC. 2. Section 5002.5 is added to the Penal Code, to read:

5002.5. Not later than January 1, 2005, the Department of
Corrections shall ensure that all of its medical facilities are
accredited by health care ganization specializing in accrediting
health care facilities in correctional settings. The department shall
provide the Legislature with an annual report on its progress in
obtaining this accreditation.
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1 SEC. 3. Section 5007.5 of the Penal Code is repealed.
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